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Scene. A  prettily  furnished  morning-room.     At  the 

back  French  window,  leading  to  the  garden.  Wini- 
fred discovered,  seated  in  a  low  easy  chair,  she  holds 
an  open  letter  in  her  hand,  and  reads  in  an  undertone. 

Winifred.  "  In  less  than  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
receipt  of  this  letter,  I  shall  be  with  you,  and  can  now 
boldly  ask  your  lather's  consent  to  our  engagement,  with- 
out the  risk  of  being  called  a  fortune-hunter.  I  can  now 
give  my  little  wife  all  the  comforts  to  which  she  has  been 
accustomed  quite  independently  of  any  dowry  she  may 
have  Our  separation  has.  been  hard  to  bear,  and  yet  it 
has  proved  the  sincerity  of  my  love,  and  made  me  feel 
how  incomplete  my  life  would  be  without  you.     And  now, 

dearest  Winnie " 

Enter  Mr.  Thompson,  r. 

Mr.  T.     {speaking  as  he  enters)     Winifred  ! 

Winnie.  (aside)  My  father !  (hides  the  letter 
quickly) 

Mr.  T.  {rubbing  his  hands  with  great  glee)  Do  you 
know  who  has  just  left  me,  Winnie  ?  Why.  what's  the 
matter  ?     You  seem  frightened.  • 

Winnie.  You— you  came  in  so  suddenly— I— I  thought 
something  had  happened. 

Mr.  T.  You  are  right ;  something  has  happened. 
What  do  you  think  it  is  ?     Can't  you  guess  ? 

Winnie.     I  have  no  idea. 

Mr.  T.     {speaking  in  her  ear)      You  are  engaged! 

W'lNNiE.     {frightened)     Father! 

Mr.  T.  {rubbing  his  hands  and  laughing)  Look  how 
she  blushes.     All  girls  are  alike  ! 

Winnie.     But.  father,  vou  misunderstand  me. 

Mr   T      Oh     I  know,  'l   know,   you   are  frightened  to 
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death  ;  but  the  fright  is  a  pleasant  one.  All  girls  are 
alike  !  Now,  listen.  My  old  friend,  Jonathan  Brown, 
has  often  told  me  how  much  he  admired  you,  but  to-day 
lie  has  formally  proposed.  You  are  now  twenty,  and  it 
is  quite  time  you  were  married.  Brown  is  an  honest, 
steady-going,  wealthy  man,  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  un- 
hesitatingly have  I  given  my  consent.  And  now,  you  are 
engaged. 

Winnie.     But,  father,  you  will  not 

Mr.  T.  Will  not  ?  1  have  already  settled  it,  and  now 
I  must  go  and  tell  your  mother  the  good  news.  Where  is 
she  ?  Eh,  you  don't  know  ?  Well,  I  shall  find  her  mud- 
dling somewhere  about  the  house,      {exit  R.) 

Winnie.  Marry  Mr.  Jonathan  Brown,  a  man  old 
enough  to  be  my  father.  Never  !  But,  what  shall  I  do  ? 
Oh,  if  Charlie  were  only  here  to  help  me. 

Enter  Mrs.  Thompson  quickly  l.,  with  afi  open  letter  in 
Iter  hand. 

Mrs.  T.  There  you  are,  Winifred  ;  I  was  on  the  point 
of  sending  for  you. 

Winnie.     What  do  you  want  of  me,  mother  ? 

Mrs.  T.  I  want  nothing  of  you  ;  I  bring  you  some- 
thing. 

Winnie.     W^hat  is  it  ? 

Mrs.  T.     Good  news. 

Winnie.     You  arouse  my  curiosity. 

Mrs.  T.  Can  you  not  guess  ?  (Winifred  shakes  her 
head)  Well,  then,  listen.  I  shall  soon  see  you  in  white 
satin  and  orange  blossoms. 

Winnie.     Mother ! 

Mrs,  T.  That's  right,  my  child.  All  modest  girls  cast 
their  eyes  down  when  their  marriage  is  mentioned.  I 
did.  But  we  soon  raise  them  again.  Let  us  talk  seri- 
ously. Here  is  the  letter  I  have  just  received  from  my 
old  friend,  Mrs.  Steinmetz,  who,  as  you  know,  has  lived 
in  Munich  since  she  married.  We  were  school-fellows, 
and  it  has  always  been  our  dearest  wish  that  our  children 
should  be  united.  She  now  writes  me  that  her  son  has 
just  received  a  government  appointment,  and  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  marry,  and  if  I  will  give  my  consent,  he  will  come 
to  England  for  you.  Of  course,  I  consent.  I  ani  only  too 
delighted  at  the  marriage.  What  a  busy  time  I  shall 
have  arranging  everything  for  the  weddmg.     r\Iy  child,  I 
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congratulate  you.  There,  don't  speak,  I  know  all  you 
would  say.  I  must  go  at  once  and  tell  your  father.  lam 
sure  to  find  him  muddling  somewhere  about  the  garden. 
{exit  C.) 

Winnie.  Oh,  this  is  dreadful  !  Oh,  Charlie,  there  is 
no  chance  for  us  now..  Neither  father  nor  mother  will 
Consent  to  our  engagement.  They  have  both  chosen  hus- 
bands for  me,  and  I  shall  have  to  give  in  to  whoever's 
will  is  the  stronger.  Only  half  an  hour  ago  I  was  so 
happy,  and  now  I  am  the  most  miserable  girl  in  the  world. 
(ysobbing) 

Enter  Mrs.  Carrington,  l. 

Mrs.  C.  What  a  touchmg  situation  !  Young  girl  all 
alone,  sobbing  violently,  and  in  a  voice  choked  with  tears 
she  exclaims,  "  I  am  the  most  miserable  girl  in  the  world." 

W^INNIE.  Oh,  Catherine,  I  am  in  such  trouble,  and 
you  laugh  at  me. 

Mrs.  C.  Perhaps  I  should  not  if  I  knew  the  cause  of 
your  sorrow.     What  is  it  ? 

Winnie.  You  know  what  father  and  mother  have 
always  said  about  a  girl's  marriage,  that  if  she  were  under 
age  the  husband  should  be  chosen  for  her  by  her  parents, 
that  no  young  girl  knows  what  is  best  for  her  future 
happiness. 

Mrs.  C.  I  know  uncle  and  aunt's  ideas  well  enough. 
Did  I  not  live  in  the  house  ?  Fortunately  for  me,  I  was 
twenty-three  when  my  dear  old  John  asked  the  favor  of 
my  hand  and  and  heart,  so  I  was  old  enough  to  choose 
for  myself".     Well,  who  has  been  chosen  for  you  ? 

Winnie.  Father  wishes  me  to  marry  his  old  friend, 
Mr.  Jonathan  Brown. 

Mrs.  C.  Indeed  !  I  can't  say  I  think  much  of  his 
choice. 

Winnie.  And  mother  has  arranged  that  young  Mr. 
Steinmetz.  whom  I  have  never  seen,  shall  be  my  husband. 

Mrs.  C.  And  you  are  miserable  about  that  ?  Un- 
grateful girl.  Why,  other  girls  are  happy  if  they  can  get 
one  husband,  as  I,  for  instance,  when  I  secured  my  dear 
old  John,  and  you  have  tiie  choice  of  two. 

Winnie,     {sighing)     Ah  ! 

Mrs.  C.  {imitating  hef)  Ah  !  It  is  wonderful  how 
much  can  be  expressed  in  a  sigh.  This  "  Ah  I  "  means 
•'  I  like  neither  of  them.  * 
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Winnie,     {softly)     Right ! 

Mrs.  C.  And  this  soft  whisper  "Right"  means  "I 
love  some  one  else," 

Winnie.     Oh,  Catherine,  how  can  you  ? 

Mrs,  C.  Yes,  I  know  I  am  right.  A  proposal  never 
makes  a  girl  unhappy  except  when  she  does  not  care  for 
the  man,  and  a  girl  is  generally  unhappy  when  she  is  in 
love.  Now,  you  do  not  care  for  either  of  the  men  chosen 
for  you,  and  you  are  miserable,  so  you  must  be  in  love 
with  some  one  else.  It's  a  pity  my  dear  old  John  did  not 
hear  this  wonderful  conclusion  ;  he  would  have  been  so 
proud  of  his  logical  little  wife. 

Winnie,     You  are  always  in  such  good  spirits. 

Mrs,  C.  I  have  only  been  married  six  months.  Who 
kiiows  what  is  in  store  for  me  ? 

Winnie.  I  know  what  is  in  store  for  me.  My  life's 
happiness  is  gone  forever. 

Mrs,  C.  Oh  !  how  melodramatic.  Come,  confide  in 
me,  and  perhaps  we  may  be  able  to  restore  your  •'  life's 
happiness,"     (both  sit  on  sofa) 

Winnie.     1  will  tell  you  all!     Yes,  I  do  love 

Mrs.  C.  You  little  rogue  !  I  have  had  a  slight  sus- 
picion that  your  heart  was  no  longer  your  own,  but 
you  have  played  your  part  so  well  that  I  have  been 
doubtful. 

Winnie.     The  greatest  secrecy  was  necessary. 

Mrs.  C.  But  from  me,  your  best  friend,  your  cousin, 
your  more  than  sister  ! 

Winnie.  Forgive  me.  I  had  promised  Charlie  to  be 
silent. 

Mrs.  C.  So  his  name  is  Charlie,  is  it  ?  Now  that  I 
know  the  principal  thing,  the  rest  is  easily  told. 

Winnie.     Charlie  Lester. 

Mrs.  C.  Lester  ?  The  young  engineer  who  was  here 
three  years  ago,  superintending  the  laying  down  of  the 
new  railway  ? 

Winnie.     Yes. 

Mrs.  C.  Who  used  to  sing  so  divinely,  and  who  was 
always  stroking  his  small  lair  moustache  ? 

Winnie.     It  is  he. 

Mrs.  C.  All  honor  to  your  choice.  The  man  is  thor- 
oughly clever  and  charming.  At  the  time,  if  I  had  not 
already  given  my  heart  to  my  dear  old  John,  who  knows  but 
that  this  young  Lester  would  have  captivated  me  as  well. 
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Winnie.  We  loved  each  other,  and  could  not  hide 
our  love,  but  Charlie  had  only  just  commenced  his  pro- 
fession, and  had  not  the  means  to  keep  a  wife,  and  he 
was  too  proud  to  live  on  the  money  he  knew  I  should  have, 
so  with  promises  of  undying  constancy  and  secrecy  we 
parted.  During  the  last  three  years  he  has  been  working 
hard  to  gain  a  position,  and  he  has  at  last  succeeded,  and 
he  writes  me  he  will  be  here  to-morrow  to  ask  my  parents' 
consent  to  our  marriage. 

Mrs.  C.  He  has  remained  constant  to  you  for  three 
years  !  (rises)  My  dear  girl,  you  can  make  money  out 
of  the  man  by  exhibiting  him. 

Winnie,  [rises)  Would  not  your  John  have  remained 
constant  to  you  ? 

Mrs.  C.      My  dear  Winifred,  there  is  but  one  John. 

Winnie.  And  there  is  but  ojie  Charlie.  But  let  us 
talk  seriously.  He  is  coming  to-morrow,  and  two  other 
husbands  have   been  chosen  for  me. 

Mrs.  C.      What  do  you  think  of  doing  ? 

Winnie.  I  shall  confess  my  love,  and  entreat  father 
and  mother 

Mrs.  C.      Decidedly  not. 

Winnie.     Shall  I  refuse  to  obey  them  ? 

Mrs.  C,     Decidedly  not. 

Winnie.  Well,  shall  I  run  away  and  marry  Charlie 
without  their  consent  ? 

Mrs.  C.     Decidedly  not. 

Winnie.     What  shall  I  do  ? 

Mrs.  C.  Be  diplomatic.  Your  father  wishes  you  to 
marry  Mr.  Brown — horrid  old  man — and  your  mother 
wishes  Mr.  Steinmetz,  a  German  {shuddering),  to  be  her 
son-in-law.  If  I  know  these  old  people  rightly  there  will 
be,  as  the  boys  would  say,  a  grand  row  between  them,  for 
both  are  slightly  obstinate,  and  neither  will  give  in  ;  now, 
if  you  step  in  against  them,  the  anger  of  both  VN'ill  fall 
upon  you,  and  you  will  be  the  scapegoat. 

Winnie.     Then,  what  shall  I  do  ? 

Mrs.  C.  Let  us  go  to  your  own  little  room  and  think 
it  over.  We  shall  soon  come  to  a  decision,  {puts  her 
arm  round  Winifred.  Going)  When  both  father  and 
mother  are  waging  war  in  different  directions  against 
their  daughter's  happiness  they  are  sure  to  be  defeated, 
that  is,  if  the  daughter  be  wise  and  diplomatic,  {ex- 
eunt L.) 
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Enter  Mr.  Thompson,  r.  ;  Mrs.  Thompson,  l. 

Mr.  T.  I  have  been  searching  for  you  all  over  the 
house. 

Mrs.  T.  And  I  have  been  looking  for  you  all  over  the 
garden. 

Mr.  T.  {rubbing  his  hands)  Now,  for  once,  you  can 
ride  the  high  horse  ;  you  are  the  principal  person  in  the 
house,  for  now  you  must  look  after  your  daughter's  trous- 
seau. 

Mrs.  T.  Yes  ;  and  she  shall  have  a  trousseau  of  which 
the  whole  town  shall  talk.  Every  woman  and  girl  shall 
die  with  envy. 

Mr.  T.  So  you  know  already  that  Winifred  is  engaged. 
She  was  too  happy  to  keep  it  a  moment  from  you.  I  was 
looking  for  you  to  tell  you  everything. 

Mrs.  T.  Winifred  told  me!  On  the  contrary,  /^w 
must  have  heard  it  from  her. 

Mr.  T.     How  can  you  know  it,  if  not  from  Winifred  ? 

Mrs.  T.  Quite  the  reverse.  If  she  has  not  told  you, 
I  cannot  imagine  where  you  have  heard  it. 

Mr.  T.  My  dear  Arabella,  you  are  rather  hazy  this 
morning.    Brown  has  only  left  me  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ago. 

Mrs.  T.     What  do  I  care  for  Brown  ? 

Mr.  T.  What  do  you  care  for  your  daughter's  future 
husband  ? 

Mrs.  T.    Who  ? 

Mr.  T.     Brown  ! 

Mrs.  T.     What  ? 

Mr.  T.     The  husband  ! 

Mrs.  T.     Of  whom  ? 

Mr.  T.     Of  Winifred! 

Mrs.  T.  We  don't  understand  each  other.  I  was 
speaking  of  young  Mr.  Steinmetz. 

Mr.  T.     Who  ? 

Mrs.  T.     Steinmetz  !     The  husband  ! 

Mr.  T.     Of  whom  ? 

Mrs.  T.     Of  Winifred  ! 

Mr.  T.  My  dear  Arabella,  what  could  have  put  such 
an  idea  in  your  head  ? 

Mrs.  T.  It  is  very  simple.  Here  is  his  mother's  letter, 
in  which  she  formally  asks  our  consent  to  the  marriage. 
It  has  long  been  our  wish  that  the  young  people  should  be 
united. 
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Mr.  T.  Ah,  now  I  understand.  You  have  been  ar- 
ranging everything  without  consulting  me.  I  am  sorry 
you  should  have  given  yourself  so  much  useless  trouble. 

Mrs.  T.     What  do  you  mean  ? 

Mr.  T.      Had  you  consulted  with  me  before 

Mrs.  T,      I  don't  understand  you  ! 

Mr.  T.  Jonathan  Brown  has  this  morning  formally 
proposed  for  Winifred's  hand,  and  I  have  consented. 

Mrs.  T.     It  is  not  possible  i 

Mr.  T.  You  can  therefore  readily  understand  that  you 
are  a  little  too  late. 

Mrs.  T.     Or  you  are. 

Mr.  T.      WHiat  do  you  mean  ? 

Mrs.  T.  My  friend  has  my  promise,  and  I  shall 
keep  it. 

Mr.  T.     Impossible. 

Mrs.  T.      Winifred  marries  Ferdinand  Steinmetz. 

Mr.  T.  This  is  really  enough  to  put  me  in  a  passion. 
There  you  stand  as  quietly  as  possible,  and  in  a  most  cool 
and  unconcerned  way  oppose  my  will.  I  tell  you  now, 
plainly,  Jonathan  Brown  has  ;;//  promise,  and  Winifred 
marries  Jonathan  Brown. 

Mrs.  T.  Do  you  mean  that  1  must  give  in  ?  Oh,  no. 
Without  even  giving  me  a  hint  on  the  subject,  you  dis- 
pose of  Winifred. 

Mr.  T.  And  have  you  not  done  the  same  thing  ? 
Have  you  not  promised  Winifred's  hand  without  consult- 
ing me  ? 

Mrs.  T.     I  am  her  mother. 

Mr.  T.      And  I  am  her  father. 

Mrs.  T.  a  daughters  marriage  is  the  mother's  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  T.  a  daughter's  marriage  is  no  household  busi- 
ness. 

Mrs.  T.  Who  can  judge  better  what  a  girl  requires 
than  her  mother  ? 

Mr.  T.  In  judgment  all  women  are  weak  ;  it  requires 
a  man's  superior  mind. 

Mrs.  T.  You  have  not  shown  much  superiority  in 
your  choice. 

Mr.  T.     WHiy  not  ? 

Mrs.  T.  Will  you  not  give  my  poor  child  to  Mr.  Jona- 
than Brown  ? 

Mr.  T.     Have  you  anything  to  say  against  him  ? 
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Mrs.  T.      Anything  ?     Everything  ! 

Mr.  T.      Indeed  ! 

Mrs.  T.     The  man  is  over  forty. 

Mr.  T.     The  best  age  for  a  man. 

Mrs.  T.  So  yon  may  think,  but  no  young  girl  will 
agree  with  you.      Besides,  Brown  is  a  mean  man. 

Mr.  T.     Economy  is  a  virtue. 

Mrs.  T.      Without  any  imagination. 

Mr.  T.    He  is  a  clever  man  of  business. 

Mrs.  T.  It  IS  just  that  I  don't  like.  All  tradesmen 
are  hard,  matter-of-fact  men,  without  soul,  without  mind 
for  either  art  or  beauty.  1  ccr  Winilred  would  pine  away 
if  she  were  compelled  to  pass  her  life  with  such  a  dull, 
heavy,  leathery  sort  of  man. 

Mr.  T.  You  are  always  down  upon  tradespeople.  I 
made  my  money  in  trade,  and  I  am  proud  of  it  ;  and  an 
honest,  wealthy  tradesman  is  far  better  than  a  beggarly 
German,  who  may  perhaps  have  soul  and  mind  for  art 
and  beauty,  but  he  can't  aflord  to  give  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren anything  to  eat,  but  sauerkraut  and  sausages. 

Mrs.  T.  Mr.  Steinmetz  is  not  a  beggarly  German.  He 
has  just  received  a  government  appointment,  and  he  will 
have  a  salary  of  3,000  marks. 

Mr.  T.     And  how  much  is  a  mark  ? 

Mrs.  T.      I — I  think  it  is — about  a  shilling 

Mr.  T.  Three  thousand  shillings  !  One  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  a  year  !  A  grand  amount  to  keep  a  wife  on. 
My  dear  Arabella,  you  cannot  be  in  your  right  senses. 

Mrs.  T.  But  Winifred  wall  have  her  own  money.  You 
have  always  said  that  when  she  marries  you  will  settle 
^10,000  upon  her. 

Mr.  T.  Not  one  farthing  of  money  does  she  get  if  she 
marries  against  my  wish.  And  now,  listen,  Arabella,  I 
have  had  enough  of  this  disputing.  One  word  for  all.  I 
will  never  give  my  consent  to  your  German. 

Mrs.  T.     Nor  I  lo  your  tradesman. 

Mr.  T.     You  must. 

Mrs.  T.     I  will  not. 

Mr.  T.     I  will  find  means  to  make  you. 

Mrs.  T.     In  what  way  ? 

Mr.  T.  This  is  really  too  much.  My  blood  boils  with 
anger  and  rage,  and  there  stands  that  woman  with  the 
greatest  coolness  and  composure,  and  persists  in  her  own 
way. 
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Mrs.  T.  Would  you  have  me  get  in  a  passion  and 
storm,  as  you  do  ?     We  should  have  a  nice  noise. 

Mr.  T.     Brown  marries  the  girl. 

Mrs.  T.     Stein metz  marries  her. 

Mr.  T.      I  tell  you,  no,  no,  no  ! 

Mrs.  T.     I  tell  you,  yes,  yes,  yes  ! 

Mr.  T.  Oh,  I  cannot  say  any  more.  I  am  beside  my- 
self with  rage.  I  must  cool  down,  {going,  then  turns 
round  sharply)  But  this  much,  mark  you  :  you  shall  not 
have  your  own  way,  and  if  1 — and  if  I — — 

Mrs.  T.     Well,  what  ? 

Mr.  T.  Oh,  I  don't  quite  know,  but  I  shall  soon  think 
of  something.  You  will  kill  me  with  your  cool  compo- 
sure, but — but — let  me  tell  you,  before  I  die  I  will  make 
my  will  in  such  a  manner  that  you  shall  not  have  your 
own  way.     {exit  R.) 

Mrs.  T.  Is  that  a  husband  !  I  had  hoped  that  old  age 
would  have  quieted  him  down,  but  he  is  and  always  will 
be  like  a  powder-magazine.  But  he  knows  it  does  not 
answer  with  me  ;   I  will  have  my  own  way. 

Enter  Mrs.  Carrington,  l. 

Mrs.  C.     Good-morning,  aunt,  how  are  you  ? 

Mrs.  T.  As  well  as  one  can  be,  when  one  is  married. 
Husbands  are  always  worrying.  You  will  soon  sing  the 
same  tune. 

Mrs.  C.  Oh,  aunt,  I  hope  not.  My  dear  old  John 
never  worries  me. 

Mrs.  T.  You  have  only  been  married  six  months. 
Wait  a  little  while. 

Mrs.  C.  I  am  not  uneasy.  But  have  you  been  an- 
noyed ? 

Mrs.  T.  a  little.  You  know  your  uncle.  He  is  hasty 
and  passionate,  and  I  must  be  firm  so  as  to  accomplish 
what  is  right. 

Mrs.  C.     But  are  you  then  always  right,  aunt  ? 

Mrs.  T.  Of  course.  At  least  one  must  always  main- 
tain it.  If  you  once  allow  to  your  husband  that  you  think 
you  are  wrong,  he  will  ever  after  take  advantage  of  it. 
Therefore  you  must  never  give  him  an  opportunity. 

Mrs.  C.  I  will  remember  that,  auntie.  I  don't  think  I 
am  ever  likely  to  have  a  difference  of  opinion  with  my 
husband,  but  who  can  tell  what  might  happen  ?  May  I 
ask  the  cause  of  your  vexation  with  uncle  .'' 

LofC. 
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Mrs.  T.  You  can  congratulate  Winifred  ;  she  is  en- 
gaged . 

Mrs.  C.     Indeed  ! 

Mrs.  T.     Yes  ;   to  young  Mr.  Steinmetz. 

Mrs.  C.     You  are  joking. 

Mrs.  T.  Not  at  all.  And  your  uncle  wants  her  to 
marry  old  Mr.  Brown  ;  but  he  shall  not  have  his  way. 

Mrs.  C.  .  So  uncle  does  not  agree  to  your  choice.  But 
does  Winifred  consent  ? 

Mrs.  T.     Winifred  ! 

Mrs.  C.     She  may  care  for  some  one  else. 

Mrs.  T.  She  does  not  think  of  such  a  thing.  She  has 
no  fancy  for  any  young  man. 

Mrs.  C.      Hem,  hem  ! 

Mrs.  T.     You  seem  to  question. 

Mrs.  C.  I  don't  know  if  I  am  doing  right  in  telling 
you,  but  I  feel  that  you  ought  to  know  all  !  I  am  sure 
that  Winifred   loves  Mr.  Lester,  and  hopes  to  marry  him. 

Mrs.  T.      Lester  !     The  young  engineer  ? 

Mrs.  C.     Yes. 

Mrs.  T.  Oh,  I  could  get  in  a  passion  like  my  husband. 
I  lose  all  patience.  Here,  I  take  the  greatest  trouble  to 
find  a  suitable  marriage  for  the  girl,  and  behind  my  back 
she  carries  on  a  love-affair.  But  I  shall  not  allow  it  ;  I 
shall  soon  set  this  riglit.  And  though  both  father  and 
daughter  are  against  me,  they  shall  not  have  their  own  way. 
Where  is  this  undutiful  girl,  who  has  dared  to  fall  in  love 
without  her  mother's  knowledge  ? 

Mrs.  C.     But,  aunt,  did  you  not  do  the  same  thing  ? 

Mrs.  T.  And  I  have  been  punished  enough  for  it  ;  for 
your  uncle  is  now  unbearable.  But  I  will  not  believe 
this  of  Winifred.     I  should  have  noticed  it. 

Enter  Winifred,  l. 

Mrs.  T.  You  come  just  at  the  right  moment,  Winifred. 
I  told  you  a  little  while  ago  of  ]\Ir.  Steinmetz's  proposal. 
You  have  not  yet  given  me  your  answer. 

Winifred.  What  answer  can  I  give  ?  Is  it  not  my 
duty  to  accept  the  husband  my  mother  has  chosen  for  me  ? 

Mrs.  T.  {to  Mrs.  C.)  There,  you  see  !  {to  W'INNIE) 
You  have  then  no  objection  to  the   engagement  ? 

Winnie.     Would  it  be  right  for  me  to  object  ? 

Mrs.  T.  {to  Mrs.  C.)  There,  you  see  !  {to  WiNNlE) 
Catherine  says  you  care  for  some  one  else. 
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Winnie.  Oh  !  how  wrong  to  tell  tales  !  Well,  I  con- 
fess that — that  I  have  a  slight  fancy  for  Mr.  Lester,  but 
since  you  have  other  views  for  me,  my  feelings  must  be 
conquered. 

Mrs.  C.     {aside)     Well  said,  my  little  pupil. 

Mrs.  T.  {to  Mrs.  C.)  There,  you  see  !  {to  W^INNIE, 
kissing  her)  You  are  my  dear  dutiful  daughter.  But  it 
is  only  what  I  expected  of  my  child,  {aside  to  Mrs. 
C.)  Her  love  for  Mr.  Lester  could  not  have  been  very 
strong. 

Mrs.  C.     If  I  have  been  wrong,  so  much  the  better. 

Mrs.  T.  Now,  my  darling  child,  send  Parker  to  me  ; 
I  have  to  give  her  some  orders.  And  I  will  write  at  once 
to  my  old  friend  and  settle  everything.  You  are  a  dear, 
good  girl,     {kisses  Winnie,  and  exit  l.) 

Winnie,     {ritniiing  after  her)     Mother,  listen. 

Mrs.  C.      {detaining  her)     Remain  where  you  are. 

Winnie.  Did  you  not  hear  she  is  going  to  write  ?  All 
will  be  lost  if  she  once  gives  her  written  consent  ;  I  must 
tell  everything. 

Mrs.  C.     And  spoil  everything, 

Winnie.      No,  no,  she  will  yield  to  my  entreaties. 

Mrs.  C.  She  might  have  done  so  under  other  circum- 
stances. But  now  she  means  to  oppose  her  will  against 
your  father  ;  and  she  does  not  care  if  you  suffer  through  it. 

Winnie.     Catherine,  I  do  not  understand  your  plan. 

Mrs.  C.  I  have  undertaken  the  management  of  this 
affair.  Therefore,  you  must  blindly  follow  my  directions. 
Now,  go  and  send  Parker  to  your  mother,  for  she  won't 
like  to  be  kept  waiting. 

Winnie.  Oh,  Catherine,  I  fear  you  are  only  making 
matters  worse,      {exit  L.) 

Mrs.  C.  Poor  little  silly  girl  !  If  this  were  left  entirely 
in  her  hands,  what  a  mess  she  would  make  of  it.  It 
requires  the  worldly  experience  of  an  old  married  woman. 
{knocks  at  door,  R.) 

Mr.  T.      {withifi)     Who's  there  ? 

Mrs.  C.  It  is  I,  uncle  ;  Catherine.  May  I  have  a  word 
with  you  ? 

Mr.  T.      {ivithifi)      I  am  coming. 

Mrs.  C.  With  you,  my  dear  uncle,  things  are  much 
easier  ;  your  vehemence  deprives  you  of  all  clearness  of 
perception.  When  one  only  understands  how  to  treat  you, 
then  the  game  is  easily  won. 
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Enter  Mr.  Thompson,  r. 

Mr.  T.  [roughly)  Is  it  you,  Catherine  ?  What  brings 
you  here  ? 

Mrs.  C.  Oh,  is  that  the  way  to  receive  a  charming 
niece  and  ward  }  I  have  always  understood  that  an  uncle 
ought  to  be  nice  and  polite  to  his  pretty  young  niece. 

Mr.  T.     I  am  not  in  the  humor  to  be  polite  to  any  one. 

Mrs.  C.  So,  it  is  my  guardian  I  see  this  morning,  and 
not  my  dear  uncle.  It  is  fortunate  that  I  only  come  on 
business.  This  paper,  about  the  transfer  of  those  shares 
of  mine,  requires  your  signature.      Will  you  kindly  sign  it  ? 

Mr.  T.     Give  it  here,      {goes  to  table  and  writes) 

Mrs.  C.  Who  has  then  put  you  in  such  a  bad  temper, 
that  I  have  not  even  had  a  kiss  from  you? 

Mr.  T.  You  ask  me  who  has  put  me  in  a  bad  temper  ? 
My  wife,  who  else  ?  Who  vexes  me  ?  My  wife.  Who 
makes  my  life  a  burden  to  me  ?  My  wife.  Who  destroys 
my  peace  of  mind  ?  My  wife.  But  she  shall  not  have  her 
own  way.     This  time  she  shall  not  have  her  own  way. 

Mrs.  C.     Hem,  hem  ! 

Mr.  T.     What  do  you  mean  by  "  Hem,  hem  !  "  ? 

Mrs.  C.  That  "  Hem,  hemV  was  the  expression  of  a 
slight  doubt  which  arose  in  my  mind. 

Mr.  T.     You  doubt — what  ? 

Mrs.  C.  Did  I  not  live  for  many  years  in  this  house 
before  I  married  ?  Do  I  not  know  my  dear  aunt  ?  And  do 
I  not  know  that  she  well  understands  the  best  method  of 
getting  her  own  way  ? 

Mr,  T.  But  this  time  she  will  not  succeed,  of  that  you 
may  be  certain. 

Mrs.  C.  May  I  be  bold  enough  to  ask  what  is  the  sub- 
ject in  question  ? 

PnIr.  T.     Winifred's  marriage. 

Mrs.  C.     Indeed  ! 

Mr.  T.     I  have  chosen  Mr.  Brown  for  her. 

Mrs.  C.     Hem,  hem  ! 

Mr.  T.  And  my  wife  wants  her  to  marry  Mr.  Stein- 
metz. 

Mrs.  C.     Hem,  hem  ! 

Mr.  T.     But  I  am  the  master  here,  and  I  w///be  obeyed. 

Mrs.  C.     Hem,  hem  ! 

Mr.  T.  What  do  you  mean  by  this  continual  "  Hem, 
hem  !  "  t 
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Mrs.  C.  This  continual  "  Hem,  hem  !  "  means  my 
continual  doubt. 

Mr.  T.     You  doubt  my  firmness  ?     You  shall  see. 

Mrs.  C.  If  it  were  aunt  alone  against  you,  then  you 
might  succeed.     But  there  is  Winifred  as  well. 

Mr.  T.  What  !  she  will  side  with  her  mother  ?  I 
shall  know  how  to  subdue  /ter. 

Mrs.  C.  One  cannot  subdue  a  heart  which  is  strength- 
ened by  true  love. 

Mr.  T.      What  !  Winifred  loves 

Mrs,  C.     Mr.  Charles  Lester. 

Mr.  T.  Indeed  !  That  shall  soon  be  settled,  (goes 
to  the  door,  L.,  a7id  calls)  James  !  James  !  tell  Miss 
Winifred  I  want  her.  {coming  down)  How  do  you  know 
this  ? 

Mrs.  C.  What  a  question  to  ask  !  We  women  know 
everything.  Men  are  blind,  and  can  only  see  what  they 
can  take  hold  of.  In  these  cases,  women  have  a  sixth 
sense,  and  can  always  discover  a  love  affair, 

Mr.  T.     You  always  were  a  sly  cat. 

Mrs.  C.  Sly  cat  !  Oh,  uncle  !  My  dear  old  John  calls 
me  "sweet  angel."     That  sounds  ever  so  much  nicer. 

Mr.  T.     Your  dear  old  John  is  a  fool. 

Enter  Winifred,  l. 

Winnie.     Did  you  want  me,  father  ? 

Mr.  T.  Pretty  things  I  have  just  heard  about  you. 
You  have  been  carrying  on  a  love-affair  without  my 
knowledge. 

Winnie.      My  dear  father  ! 

Mr.  T.     You  mean  to  oppose  my  wishes  ? 

Winnie.     Who  said  so  ? 

Mr.  T.  Catherine  has  told  me  everything.  Now  give 
me  a  decided  answer.  I  wish  you  to  marry  Mr.  Brown. 
Do  you  mean  to  be  disobedient  ? 

Winnie.     No. 

Mr.  T.     No  ! 

Winnie.     No. 

Mr.  T.     Then  you  do  not  love  Mr.  Lester  ? 

Winnie.  If  I  could  have  obtained  your  consent,  then, 
I  confess  that  I  would  rather  have  Mr.  Lester  lor  my  hus- 
band than  any  other  man,  but  I  would  never  oppose  your 
v^ishes. 
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Mrs.  C.      {aside)     Good  little  girl. 

Mr.  T.  {to  Mrs.  C.)  What  do  you  say  to  that  ?  She 
does  not  appear  to  be  very  disobedient,  eh  ? 

Mrs.  C.  Because  you  are  a  tyrant,  and  the  poor  child 
is  far  too  frightened  to  acknowledge  her  love.  I  should 
not  have  been  so  easy. 

Mr.  T.  That  I  believe.  I  am  very  glad  that  you  are 
only  my  niece.  My  Winifred  is  a  dear,  good  girl,  and 
obedient  to  her  father.  Now,  I  have  only  my  wife  to  deal 
\\\\.\\,  and  this  time  she  will  certainly  not  have  her  own 
way. 

Enter  MRS.  THOMPSON,  L. 

Mrs.  T.  Good  gracious  !  who  is  speaking  so  loudly  ? 
Is  there  a  quarrel  or  dispute  ? 

Mr.  T.  Not  yet,  but  there  will  soon  be  now  you  are 
here. 

Mrs,  T.  That  sounds  as  if  I  were  the  quarrelsome 
one,  and  I  am  patience  itself. 

Mr.  T.  That  I  have  already  proved  this  morning, 
Your  confounded  patience  put  me  in  a  rage. 

Mrs.  T.  Is  it  my  fault  if  you  flare  up  like  a  lucifer- 
match  if  one  only  speaks  to  you  ? 

Mr.  T.  You  call  that  only  speaking  when  you  oppose 
my  will  ? 

Mrs.  T.  Allow  me  to  remark  that  I  have  as  much 
right  to  a  will  as  you. 

Mr.  T.     In  this  instance  the  father  has  to  decide. 

Mrs.  T.      In  this  instance  the  mother  has  to  decide. 

Mr.  T.     The  father  ! 

Mrs.  T.     The  mother  ! 

Mr.  T.     You  shall  not  have  your  own  way. 

Mrs.  T.     You  shall  not  have  your  own  Vv'ay. 

Mr.  T.     Winifred  shall  be  Mrs.  Jonathan  Brown. 

Mrs.  T.     Winifred  shall  be  Mrs.  Ferdinand  Steinmetz. 

Mrs.  C.     Pity  !  pity  !  pity  ! 

Mr.  T.      What's  a  pity  ? 

Mrs.  C.      That    I    have   a   husband    already.      For  if  I 
were  only  unmarried  I  could   have  one  of  these  two  men 
nd  Winifred  the  other,  and  all  would  be  settled. 

Mr.  T.      I  have  already  settled  everything. 

Mrs.  T.  That  we  shall  soon  see.  Winifred,  will  you 
oppose  my  wishes  ? 

Winnie.     No,  mother. 
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Mr.  T.  Winifred,  come  here.  Are  you  going  to  dis- 
obey me  ? 

Winnie.     Not  on  any  account,  father. 

Mr.  T.     Then  she  obeys  me. 

Mrs.  T.     No,  she  obeys  me. 

Mrs.  C.     {centre)      My  plan  is  working  beautifully. 

Mrs.  T.     She  shall  obey  me. 

Mr.  T.     She  shall  obey  me. 

Mrs.     C.     Then  she  must  marry  both  men. 

Mr.  T.  I  shall  not  give  in.  You  shall  not  always  have 
your  own  way.  I  have  given  my  word,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  break  it. 

Mrs,  T.  And  I  have  made  up  my  mind  not  to  give  in. 
■  '  Mrs.  C.  This  is  a  dreadful  business.  I  only  know  one 
way  out  of  it. 

Mr.  T.     W^hat  is  it  .? 

Mrs.  C.  If  Winifred  accepts  Mr.  Steinmetz  she  offends 
her  father  ;  if  she  marries  Mr.  Brown  then  her  mother 
will  never  forgive  her.  Therefore,  she  must  have  neither 
of  them. 

Mrs.  T.  )       .,       ,,     .      ^-^,    ^  - 

Mr.  T.     j"      ^i^S^*^^^^)     What  ? 

Mrs.  C.     Winifred,  will  you  incur  your  father's  anger  ? 
Winnie.     Never. 

Mrs.  C.     Will  you  disobey  your  mother  ? 
Winnie.     Not  for  all  the  world. 

Mrs.  C.  Then,  my  poor  child,  you  must  be  an  old 
maid. 

Mrs.  T.  )      ,^       .,     ,     --,,      ^ 
Mr.  T.     \      {ioS^iJ'^r)     What  ? 

Mrs.  C.  Or  marry  some  one  else.  There  is  no  other 
way. 

Mrs.  T.      But  my  own  way 

Mr.  T.  You  shall  not  have.  I  would  rather  the  girl 
died  an  old  maid. 

Mrs.  T.  And  before  you  should  have  your  way  I'd 
rather  she  married  some  one  else. 

Mrs.  C.      If  only  we  knew  of  some  one  else. 

Mrs.  T.  Ah,  Winifred,  you  said  you  cared  for  Mr. 
Lester. 

Winnie.      I  do,  mother. 

Mrs.  T,  Well,  then,  rather  than  your  father  should 
have  his  own  way,  by  all  means  marry  him. 

Winnie.     Will  you  consent,  father  ? 
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Mr.  T.  Sooner  than  your  mother  should  gain  the  day, 
marry  him. 

Mrs.  C.  Ah  !  thank  goodness  !  (aside)  What  a 
clever  little  woman  I  am,  to  be  sure.  It's  no  wonder  my 
dear  old  John  is  so  proud  of  me.  {to  WiNNIE)  Then  Mr. 
Lester  is  to  be  your  husband  ? 

Winnie.     Father? 

Mr.  T.     Yes. 

Winnie.     Mother  ? 

Mrs.  T.     Yes. 

Mrs.  C.  That's  settled.  Come,  uncle,  shake  hands 
with  auntie,  and  be  good  friends  again,  {draws  thetn 
together) 

Mr.  T.  {after  a  little  hesitation  gives  his  hand) 
Well,  then,  old  woman. 

Mrs.  T.  {gives  her  hand)  There.  But,  after  all, 
you  have  not  had  your  own  way. 

Mr.  T.     Nor  you,  yours. 

Mrs.  C.     No,  but  we,  ours. 

Mr^t'^*  [      {together)     What  do  you  mean  ? 
Mrs.   C.      Nothing.      We   will   explain    further    after 
luncheon. 
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258  Miralda;  or,  the  Justice 
of  Tacon 

259  A  Soldier's  Courtship 

260  Servants  by  Legacy 

261  Dying  for  Love 
26v  Alftrtiiing  Sacrifice 

263  Valet  de  Shhm 

264  Nicholas  Nickleb' 


{French^ s  Minor  Drama  Continued  on  jd  page  of  Cover.) 


265  The  Last  of  the  Pigtails 

266  King  Rene's  Daughter 

267  The  Grotto  Nymph 

268  A  Devilish  Good  Joke 

269  A  Twice  Told  Tale 

270  Pas  de  Fascination 
771  Revolutionary  Soldier 

272  A  Man  Without  a  Head 

VOL,  XXXV. 

273  The  Olio,  Part  1 
874  The  Olio,  Part  9 

276  The  Olio,  Part  3        [ter 
376  The  Trumpeter's  Daugh- 

277  Seeing  Warren 

278  Green  Mountsiln  Boy 

279  That  Nose 

260  Tom  Noddv's  Secret 
VOL.  X'XXVL 

281  Shocking  Events 

282  A  Regular  Fijt 

983  Dicli  Turpin 

984  Young  Scamp 
385  Young  Actress 

286  Call  at  No.  1—7 

287  One  Touch  of  Nature 

288  Two  B'hoy* 

VOL.  XXXVII. 

289  All  the  World's  a  Stage 

290  Quash,  or  Nigger  Prac- 

291  Turn  Him  Out  [tice 

292  Pretty  Girls  of  Stillberg 

293  Angel  of  the  Attic 

394  CircumstancesalterCase* 
295  Katty  O'Sheal 
396  A  Supper  In  Dixie 

VOL.  xxxvin. 

297  Ici  on  Parle  Francais 

298  Who  Killed  Cock  Robin 

299  Declaration  of  Independ- 

300  Heads  or  Tails         [ence 

301  Obstinate  Family 
802  My  Aunt 

303  That  Rascal  Pat 

304  Don  Paddy  de  Bazan 

VOL.  XXXIX.     [ture 
306  Too  Much  for  Good  Na- 

306  Cure  for  the  Fidgets 

307  Jack's  the  Lad 

308  Much  Ado  AboutNothIng 

809  Artful  Dodger 

810  Winning  Haxard 

311  Day's  Fishing  [Ac. 

813  Did  you  aver  send  your, 

VOL.  XL. 

813  An  Irishman's  Maneuver 

814  Cousin  Fannie 

31 5  'Tis  the  Darkest  Hour  be- 
216  Masquerade    [fore  Dawn 
317  Crowding  the  Season 
818  Good  Night's  Rest 
319  Man  with  the  Carpet  Bag 
820  Terrible  Tinker 
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